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Good morning,
 

On Wednesday, January 22nd, the Natural and Mathematical Sciences Subcommittee of the ASC
Curriculum Committee reviewed a new course and GEN Foundation: Natural Sciences request for
Physics 1125.
 
At this time, the Subcommittee declined to vote on the proposal and would like to see the following
feedback items addressed:

The Subcommittee notes that the credit hour expectations for this course are not in-line with
the expectations for a 4-credit hour course (as discussed on page 1 of the syllabus under
“Credit hours and work expectations). In total, a student should be expected to have 12 total
hours in order to earn a grade of “C” within the course. On page 1 of the syllabus, and in the
cover letter provided, this course is mentioned to be a laboratory course with no formal
lectures. However, in curriculum.osu.edu, this course is marked as being predominately a
lecture course. If it is, indeed, the case that the course is asking to be a full laboratory
experience, the course would be required to meet for 8 total hours each week and students
should expect to have 4 hours of outside work each week in order to obtain a letter grade of
“C”. More commonly for courses within the GEN Foundation: Natural Sciences category,
however, courses divide their time by having 3 credit hours of the course being a “lecture”
portion and 1 credit hour being a “laboratory” experience. This would mean that the course
would need to meet for 5 total hours each week and have 7 hours of outside work each week
for students to earn a letter grade of “C”. The Subcommittee ask that the course readjust the
contact hours in the course to meet the requirement for a 4-credit hour course. Additionally,
if there are particular concerns regarding how contact hours are determined, please do not
hesitate to reach out to ASC Curriculum and Assessment Coordinator Michael Hilty.70.
The Subcommittee would like additional information and guidelines/expectations regarding
the “Project” assignment, as discussed on page 6 of the syllabus. Specifically, they would like
to see further specificity on what students are expected to submit, as well as the nature of the
assignment (is this assignment meant to be formal scientific writing or casual writing?). The
Subcommittee notes that some of this information appears within the GEN Foundation:
Natural Sciences submission form, but would like to see it reflected within the syllabus for
both their own clarity and for the benefit of students.
The Subcommittee requests additional expectations and guidelines be provided for the
“Video Homework group assignments”, as found on page 6 of the syllabus. They would like to
see what the minimum acceptable submission should include and what standards student will
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be beholden to. Additionally, they would like to recommend (but not require) that a rubric be
developed and shared for this assignment and/or incorporating peer grading into the
assignment.
The Subcommittee notes that throughout the syllabus (such as on page 2 under “Course
Description”) there is mention of students working in groups. They were unsure how these
groups would be formed and request that additional information be provided within the
syllabus. Are these groups formed by the instructor or are students self-selecting themselves?
And, do the groups change during the term?
The Subcommittee asks that the GEN Foundation: Natural Science Goals be provided in the
course syllabus, as this is a requirement of all General Education courses. While they note and
appreciate the ELOs and explanatory paragraphs on pages 2-4, the goals do not appear
present. The Goals and ELOs for all General Education categories can be found on the ASC
Curriculum and Assessment Services website.
The Subcommittee asks that a cover letter be provided that explains all changes made as a
result of their feedback.

 
I will return Physics 1125 to the departmental queue via curriculum.osu.edu so you may address the
above feedback.
 
Should you have questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to Christopher Hadad, faculty Chair
of the Natural and Mathematical Sciences Subcommittee, or me.
 
All my best,
Michael

Michael Hilty
Curriculum and Assessment Coordinator
ASC Staff Advisory Council, Chair

The Ohio State University
The College of Arts and Sciences
ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services
306A Dulles Hall
230 Annie and John Glenn Ave, Columbus, OH 43210
614-247-6089 Office
hilty.70@osu.edu / asccas.osu.edu

Pronouns: he/him/his, they/them/theirs / Honorific: Mx.
-BLACK LIVES MATTER-
STOP AAPI HATE
DACA/undocumented ally

      
I acknowledge that the land that The Ohio State University occupies is the ancestral and contemporary territory of the
Shawnee, Potawatomi, Delaware, Miami, Peoria, Seneca, Wyandotte, Ojibwe and Cherokee peoples. Specifically, the
university resides on land ceded in the 1795 Treaty of Greeneville and the forced removal of tribes through the Indian
Removal Act of 1830. I  honor the resiliency of these tribal nations and recognize the historical contexts that has and
continues to affect the Indigenous peoples of this land.
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